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Abstract

Interest in the role of regional powers and systems increased during the Cold War. In the
post-Cold War period, interest in these powers shifted, and whether the features of the
new international order would grant them greater freedom of action than in previous years.
This shifted focus, particularly with the emergence of regional powers as major players in
their regional environment, and the assumption that they would play important roles in
conflict resolution, maintaining the stability of the regional and international order, and
influencing their regional environment.

Two views emerged regarding the role of regional powers. The first view considered them
to adopt a cooperative approach in their relations with their neighbors, but within the
constraints imposed by the international order following the end of the Cold War. The
second view assumed that, in addition to the positive image of the roles of regional
powers, they may play negative roles in their surroundings. Their superior capabilities do
not necessarily lead to their provision of public benefits in the region, nor to a relative
absence of conflict. Rather, they may lead to tension and conflict. Some analytical
frameworks that have emerged at the global level have been used to understand the role
of these powers and their course of action at the regional level, as well as their role in
regional and global politics. Attempts have emerged to use the concept of hegemony as a
foreign policy strategy to explain the behavior of regional powers, thus seeking to transfer
the concept of hegemony from the global to the regional level.

Therefore, it is important to identify the factors that enable a regional power to assume a
hegemonic role at the regional level. This entails identifying factors related to the regional
actor's perception of its role and others' expectations of it. These factors may be internal
(role perceptions, elements of comprehensive power) or external determinants (regional
factors such as the expectations, acceptance, or rejection of its regional neighbors), and
global factors such as the relationship with major powers.

Keywords: Hegemony, regional powers, regional system.
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