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Abstract

This study seeks to answer the following question, how does the change in the leadership
affects the political instability in Syria? This study uses an elite and structural functionalist
approach and examines the indicators of the political instability such as the absence of
democracy, The weak rates of political participation, the increase in rates of violence,
terrorism and civil wars, the elevation of sub-loyalties over national identity, the failure
of the leadership's economic performance and foreign interventions, under the rule of
Bashar al-Assad and comparing them with the indicators under the rule of Ahmed al-
Sharaa, the study concluded with important results, the continuation of political instability.
As aresult of several challenges, like, the challenge of sectarian division and the regime's
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crimes against minorities, the challenge of the return of displaced persons and their
reintegration into society, the rebuilding of a regular national army, and the improvement
of the performance of the Syrian economy. The study concluded three future scenarios for
Syria: the first represents the disintegration of the state; the second represents a repressive
authoritarian regime like the Assad regime; and the third represents a federal state in which
national identity prevails over sectarian divisions.
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