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Abstract:

This paper poses a key research question: To what extent and how is nationalism
reproduced and shaped through cyberspace? The study seeks to employ the analytical
framework presented by Benedict Anderson regarding "imagined communities,"
reinterpreting and using this framework in the context of cyberspace, where
nationalism is imagined through cyberspace and digital platforms rather than through
print media. Digital platforms have become the new tools for imagining and
reproducing the nation. The study also found that cyberspace has a dual role, ranging
from reinforcing to dismantling nationalism. Recently, a number of countries have
become convinced that they are champions of digital nationalism, defenders of data
sovereignty, and regulators of cyberspace. Consequently, a number of countries have
sought to devise several mechanisms to promote digital nationalism by controlling
national digital infrastructure, such as maintaining national domain names, offering
digital alternatives that constitute national digital ecosystems, and working to highlight
national narratives. The study also sought to address the most prominent policies
adopted by the Egyptian state to promote digital nationalism. Finally, the study raised
several topics and issues that could be addressed in future studies, such as the need to
expand comparative studies to determine the conditions and circumstances that enable
some countries to promote digital nationalism and others that fail to achieve this.
Furthermore, it emphasized the need to study the impact of cyberspace on
reconsidering the concept of sovereignty and to conduct studies on digital sovereignty.
It also raised issues related to studying the relationship between digital nationalism and
political legitimacy.

Keywords: Nationalism - Digital Nationalism - Cyberspace - Digital Nationalism
Narratives - Digital Platforms - Egypt.
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