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Implications of the Palestinian Division on the Negotiating
Position and the Peaceful Settlement of the Palestinian Issue
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Abstract

The study aims to analyze the various repercussions of the Palestinian division on the
peaceful settlement of the Palestinian issue. The research problem of the study is
represented by a primary question: To what extent has the Palestinian division between
the Palestinian Authority, Hamas, and others affected the negotiating position of the
Palestinian side in confronting Israel and the peaceful settlement of the Palestinian
issue? The study used the national interest and systems analysis approaches. The study is
divided into four axes. The first addresses the Oslo Peace Accords between Israel and
the Palestinians in 1993 and the issue of establishing a Palestinian state. The second axis
presents the positions of the Palestinian forces supporting and opposing peace with
Israel. The third axis analyzes the American and Western positions on the issue of
establishing a Palestinian state in light of the Palestinian division. Finally, the fourth axis
examines the causes and consequences of the Al-Agsa Flood operation carried out by
Hamas in October 2023 on the future of the settlement of the Palestinian issue. The
study concluded with several findings, both related to the negative impact of this
Palestinian division on the strength of the Palestinian negotiating position vis-a-vis the
Israeli side, and Israel's exploitation of this division to secure absolute American and
European political and military support, particularly after Operation Flood of Al-Agsa,
to undermine the idea of establishing a Palestinian state.

Keywords: Palestinian Authority, Hamas, Israel, Palestinian state, Oslo Accords,
Operation Flood of Al-Agsa.
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