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The Fall of The Syrian Regime and its Impact on Iran's
Regional Role
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Abstract:

The fall of Bashar al-Assad's regime and his flee to Moscow on December 8, 2024,
marked a fundamental turning point that profoundly impacted Iran's standing and
regional role, given its direct strategic repercussions for its vital interests and
expansionist project in the Middle East, which has long relied heavily on an alliance
with the Syrian regime. Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1979,
Syria has been Iran's sole ally and a key pillar in its project to build lasting influence
in the Middle East. Syria served as a strategic gateway that allowed Iran to strengthen
its political and military presence, particularly through sponsoring resistance
movements and armed militias in Lebanon and Palestine. Syria also formed part of a
geographic corridor linking Iran to its regional proxies, extending from Tehran to
Beirut. Therefore, the fall of the Syrian regime was not merely an internal event; it
posed a direct challenge to the nature of Iranian expansion in the region, forcing Iran
to reevaluate its positions and alliances, adjust its security priorities, and formulate a
new regional approach that takes into account the emerging shifts in the structure of
the regional system and the existing balance of power.
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