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The Personification of Political Authority through Animals in
stories Literature and Art: '"Kalila and Dimna', '"Animal
Farm', and "the lion king' as Case Studies

a ) Sl 16 ¢lasil
Clige (5 dasls —alai®¥ly dubsad) &Sy (a5 L guac

Alshimaal 00@yahoo.com

s paliiual)
Bpabial) e Lol Jiluplly Lienall dosboad) cYYA o Cagigll Joa dallal) dadpal) g
G 3 LAy Lol Gacadll Pla e lldy dpalndl Laladl Glajlass jalaeg o sehe dleiall
Ay V) JleeY) e 220 4 ebally clilgaall ld e
e Adia ) Adalid) Jalaily maaliey Lliad ygaat 306 CilaSial ) (rendy JS80 Auhall Ciagly
lellads ¢ il sal) gulally Clilgaal) Lo Caaly Bonne ISS EDE Ala it e 5oy shaie
LLady ailsa Aaal) Jae LSS Gapeiad Cus fpgilad o (Sadg salally clilsaall (e laas
el ) aagially b saigh Caseddll Coguniall "diayg AL QS LSS tleay Adaludl (g ddid
b b o) WISy aS ) L giany S LSS (e Ao sama a3l adiall Cp) DA (1
ks ebai ) Al Al 1w i g eyl zaond "Olsmal) dsp3a’ dls) LlSa g alal L)
iail alle il Al gas "dllal) ul ol LiSs X @lslanally dllanlly Aabud) malie Joa ci¥slos
e ghmally dbrad) dae sill godase dsa e s ((1992) ale ASatall gyl s clly 4S540
oSty dalu)
Al duially Aua¥) Jlee) (e saaae AT Aal) Lfps sbad e dafyl) A u)pall caacicly
sy ) Julat 8ol QS ¢ b Hskiie e Jlee ) 03gd O ga—idaal) Julat 8ol ¢ S
Bl e RS L cdabiaa) laslasly Lonbicdl Aabud) o s AU Ggall Babiiaddy IS8y cluad il
Ay pall seally lially pasaill i dedall sl
Lally LnaY) Jlee S ¢ gamdaall Julad (o dojsna Aliad e LD Al duhyl) cie s LS
Cun Sall 130 o380yl ST o€y ST 13ldg S lal 13le : Al ) Gl G (rag A syl o
ey Lo agdlin) Cangs Aoy eaall ilaalally Loaboadl aslell sldl COUa 1) (el dalpall el 4345
ey S8l e anjibaty Badeie Auaslis CYYD (e Adleiadl aliall 5 yeall Cild g (asall)

358



mailto:Alshimaa100@yahoo.com

YoYo sl — Ogudally adbad) aaml) — SLaiBY) g Abpead) 430 Alya
wedll o agih)i 5 Ny e w Audey dead 1) Agidlly ual) JleeSU ol ol culal) b
el 8 daaladl dlalud) Lladl Julaily
Iae ol Gilly a1 8 Clilgaall Ciulagi o clgiay il (ge 2ae ) Auhall cla g Sy
W SIS @l 3t G ralead) Aalul) e Jalaty calead) 510 dals 830y candill dlius
il il e b yilis cdasbiad) Aalud) il jlasg Lalail b ool Sl e salaal)
Liayll —llall s ol —glsal) de)ie Dlgy = diedg ALIS QS —dabidl dlalul) :dalidall el

e Sl — Lalad) Byl —sacadl Judat - A&l -

Abstract:

The present study aims to explore the implicit political connotations and indirect
messages related to the concept, manifestations, and practices of political authority, as
conveyed through symbolic stories and fables narrated by animals and birds in selected
literary and artistic works.

The primary objective of this study is to investigate how issues, concepts, and
patterns of authority are depicted symbolically, through a case study of three specific
narratives in which animals and birds play the central roles, and the stories are told
from their perspectives. These selected stories reflect various dimensions and concerns
of political authority. The works under examination include: Selected tales from the
book Kalila and Dimna, attributed to the Indian philosopher Bidpai and translated into
Arabic by Ibn al-Mugqaffa', which contains numerous stories reflecting methods of
governance and political intrigues; George Orwell’s Animal Farm, a satirical allegory
that critiques authoritarian power and raises questions concerning authority, justice,
and equality; and The Lion King Movie, a globally renowned animated film produced
by Walt Disney in 1994, which deals with themes of political legitimacy and the
struggle for authority and ruler ship.

This study adopts the case study method focusing on the above-mentioned
literary and artistic works, combined with content analysis from a political perspective.
It involves the deconstruction of characters and ideas and the extraction of symbols
representing various dimensions of political authority, aiming to uncover the implicit
political messages embedded within the texts, scenes, and visuals.

Furthermore, the study seeks to answer key questions that guide the content
analysis of the selected works: What 1s being analyzed? Why is it being analyzed? How
1s it analyzed? And for whom is this analysis intended? The study is primarily directed
toward students of political science departments in Egyptian universities, with the goal
of encouraging them to uncover what lies behind the texts and beneath the surface of
cinematic scenes in terms of political meanings. It aims to stimulate critical thinking
regarding the political dimensions of literary and artistic works with symbolic
significance and to enhance students' analytical skills in understanding power
dynamics as portrayed in such narratives.
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The study concludes that the use of animals in literature and art is not merely for
entertainment purposes, but serves as a powerful tool for political critique and for
analyzing the nature of political authority. Such fables encourage readers and viewers
to engage in critical reflection on power structures and political practices and their
impact on individuals and society.

Keywords: Political Authority — Kalila and Dimna Book- Animal Farm Novel- The
Lion King Film- Symbolic — story- Content Analysis- Political Messages- The Unsaid.
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