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Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the impact of Green parties' participation in coalition
governments on their electoral decline, attempting to uncover the main factors
explaining this decline following government participation. The study focused on the
cases of Germany and Austria, where Green parties have participated in coalition
governments, followed by an electoral decline in the subsequent elections.

The study concluded that participation in coalition governments imposes several
challenges on Green parties, primarily the concessions necessary to reach an agreement
with coalition partners. This may lead them to accept policies that do not align with their
ideology or delay the implementation of some of their ambitious goals, potentially
causing dissatisfaction among their supporters and, consequently, affecting their
popularity and electoral momentum.

Furthermore, the study found that the participation of Green parties in coalition
governments in both Germany and Austria resulted in a noticeable electoral decline in
the recent elections following their government participation, due to the political
concessions associated with joining coalition governments and the need to meet halfway
with coalition parties. There are also other factors contributing to this decline unrelated
to joining coalition governments, particularly economic factors. Economic downturns
lead to a decreased interest among citizens in "post-materialist” issues, such as climate
change, as these environmental concerns do not thrive during economically challenging
times, like those faced by Europe recently, especially since the Russian-Ukrainian war.
Additionally, the strong rise of far-right parties in both countries, which oppose climate
change policies, has impacted the electoral momentum of green parties.

Keywords: Green parties, Electoral decline, Coalition governments, Germany, Austria.
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