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The Impact of Security Tensions in the Middle East and the Belt
and Road Initiative Since 2018
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Abstract:

This research examines the impact of security tensions in the Middle East on
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and explores the various dimensions of these
dynamics. The study aims to analyze how armed conflicts and regional disputes,
including the Arab-Israeli conflict, affect the stability of inter-state relations,
complicating the implementation of major investment projects.

China seeks to enhance economic ties with Middle Eastern countries through the
BRI, focusing on cooperation with Iran as a strategic ally. However, security tensions,
such as the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Yemeni crisis, pose obstacles to achieving
China's economic goals.

The study employs an analytical approach based on realism and interdependence
theory, analyzing the economic and political relationships between China and Arab states
in the context of security tensions.

The findings indicate that China needs to develop flexible strategies that consider
security risks and enhance security cooperation with Arab states to ensure regional
stability and the success of the initiative. The research also recommends strengthening
regional dialogue and adopting flexible policies to address security challenges, ensuring
the achievement of China's economic objectives in the region.

Keywords: (Security tensions, Belt and Road Initiative, China, Middle East, Security
cooperation, Iran, International relations, Arab Israeli conflict)
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