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Abstract

The Arab countries are facing an unprecedented combination of resource crises, climate
change, and structural economic challenges. This study aims to explore the future of Arab
foreign trade between 2000 and 2024, with a special focus on the impacts of climate
variability, resource scarcity, and political instability. Rather than relying on traditional
economic models, the research uses quantitative trade performance indicators such as
export diversification, import coverage, and relative comparative advantage to assess the
region’s trade dynamics.

The study proposes two scenarios: the first assumes the continuation of current policies
and trade practices, while the second explores a proactive approach based on regional
resource integration and production enhancement. Findings suggest that a heavy reliance
on primary exports and political instability significantly hinder trade development, while
regional cooperation and investment in non-oil sectors may foster economic resilience and
reduce dependency on external markets.

Keywords: Climate change, resource crisis, foreign trade, Arab intra-trade, trade

indicators.
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