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Trends in interpreting the phenomenon of party switching in
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Abstract:

This study aims to explain the phenomenon of party switching among members of
Representatives House during the period 2015-2025. The main question focuses on the
factors that prompted some member of parliament in the 2020 elections to switch to parties
other than those they ran with in the 2015 elections, with a particular focus on members
from the governorates of Assiut and Sohag. This study begins with several hypotheses:
the greater a member’s political ambition, the higher the likelihood of switching to another
party; the weaker the party, the more likely a member is to leave it; the more aligned a
party’s ideology is with its members, the less likely they are to switch parties; and the
better a party can provide electoral advantages to its candidates, the greater the likelihood
of members switching to it. The study addresses party switching through three main
themes: firstly, discusses the concept of party switching and related ideas; secondly,
examines the reality of party switching in both established and emerging democracies;
thirdly, explores different approaches to explaining party switching in Egypt. The study
concludes that members’ political ambition was a motivating factor for party switching,
driven by their desire to continue their political careers under any party banner.
Ideological distinctions between parties were vague, which encouraged members to
switch parties. Additionally, the study found a positive correlation between the
majoritarian electoral system and party switching, as well as between weak party
organization and the incidence of party switching.

Keywords: Political parties, Party switching, Party cohesion, Party discipline, House of
Representatives, Egyptian.
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