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Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the efforts made by Russian President Vladimir Putin to
restore Russia's status as a major power, focusing on the Central Asian region as it is
of great strategic importance to Russian national security, in light of the escalation of
international competition in the region. The study sought to address the research
problem by answering the main question: "What is the Russian position on
international competition in Central Asia during the period 2000-2022?" The study
also addressed the sub-questions related to the determinants of Russian foreign
policy, its position on international competition, and the mechanisms for
implementing its strategy in the region. The study relied on the decision-making
approach, and was divided into four main axes: the first axis dealt with decision-
making institutions in Russian politics, while the second axis dealt with the
determinants of Russian foreign policy, the third axis dealt with the mechanisms for
implementing Russian policy in Central Asia, and the fourth axis dealt with the
position on international competition in the region. The study concluded that the
decision-making process in Russia is determined by the size of the problem and is
managed between the government and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It also showed
that major powers have intensified their efforts to enhance their influence in Central
Asia due to its strategic location and economic importance. In this context, Russia has
adopted a policy of military intervention as a major tool to enhance its regional
influence, limit the Western expansion led by the United States and the European
Union, and contain the growing Chinese influence, in order to ensure the protection
of its economic and geopolitical interests in the region.

Keywords: Russia, Central Asia, foreign policy, international and regional
competition in Central Asia, Russian military intervention.
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