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World-System Theory and the Structural Analysis of
International Relations
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Abstract:

This research has addressed one of the structural theories: Emmanuel Wallerstein’s World
systems Theory. This theory is characterized by a combination of economic and political
dimensions in the analysis of the phenomena of international relations. The research
presented the genesis and evolution of the theory as well as the main concepts of "world-
empires", "world-economy" and "world-systems as well as the "core-periphery"
relationship that characterizes structural theories. The research then examined the most
important distinctive theoretical hypotheses for analysing world systems, as well as its
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contribution to the interpretation of key concepts of international relations such as the
concept of the international system, the concept of the State and other concepts such as
power and the balance of power. In addition, criticism of this theory. Finally, the research
presented one of the mechanisms for controlling the global capitalism: ideology, rhetorical
practices and their role in maintaining margin States' low structural status within the
world-economy.
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