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Abstract:

The world is witnessing a critical phase in which tensions are rapidly escalating in light
of the developments of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and its repercussions at the
international and regional levels and the resulting transformations in the structure of the
international system. Talk has returned once again about traditional wars in international
relations and the return of what we can call an international review of the distribution of
power in the international system and a review of the post-Cold War arrangements,
political transformations and events and the accumulation of their repercussions and the
reduction of the possibilities for their solution. These challenges constitute several
dilemmas at the theoretical level, as major theories compete to solve them and provide an
explanation for the motives of the parties to this war. From here, the conflict has turned
into a big match, in which each party seeks to achieve its goals with great rationality and
shrewdness. Therefore, the Russian-Ukrainian conflict can be addressed through game
theory (matches), which is a theory based on the mathematical analysis of conflicting
interests, in order to reach solutions that satisfy all parties; It also shows its importance to
decision makers, to clarify the set of options available to the conflicting parties in any
crisis, and accordingly the problem of the study lies in the fact that although conflicts are
an important part of international relations, just like cooperation, the Russian-Ukrainian
conflict was a turning point in international relations, and due to the importance of game
theory, the research attempts to address the conflict in light of game theory hypotheses to
determine the type of Russian and Ukrainian game and analyze the behavior of the
different parties in the Russian-Ukrainian game, in light of the historical background of
the two countries, taking into account all the data of the current situation of the conflict,
to clarify the set of options available to the conflicting parties in any crisis, in order to
evaluate the effectiveness of game theory in analyzing different conflicts to update some
of its hypotheses to suit contemporary variables in international conflicts.

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian conflict, game theory, prisoner's dilemma, zero-sum
game, mutual gain.
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