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Abstract:

The study questions the boundaries of the relationship between emotions and terrorism,
which it analyzes by focusing on the causes of terrorism, its repercussions, and
counterterrorism policies. The relationship between emotions and the causes of terrorism
1s manifested at three levels: the level of the terrorist, the level of the terrorist organization,
and the level of the State. Terrorist attacks affect individual and collective emotions, bring
about sharp political changes, push citizens to trade civil liberties for security, and may
result in increased social solidarity. There is an organic link between emotions and
counter-terrorism measures, which in turn cause emotional responses, and combating
terrorism may require deliberately influencing public emotions and evoking fear or hatred.
The relationship between emotions and terrorism raises several dilemmas, including
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excessive focus on violence and the emotion of fear, the possibility of manipulating
emotions for political purposes, the difficulty of meeting terrorists for in-depth study, etc.
The study concludes that it is important to understand and study emotions as they
contribute to understanding the reality of the terrorist phenomenon and its repercussions,
analyzing the emotional motives of terrorists without just describing their behavior as
irrational, and changing the perception of the terrorist organization.

Keywords: Terrorist attacks, Counter-terrorism, Rational actor model, Existential
security, Emotional adaptation.
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