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The phenomenon of declining membership in political parties: a
study of the concept and determinants
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to examine the factors that contribute to reduce
membership in political parties. It could potentially be accomplished by concentrating on
the demand side, which comprises of people who want to join parties. Numerous factors
contribute to this aspect, including the growing influence of people in politics, the size

of the social media audience, peoples' political ambitions, and their level of competence.
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The supply side, which includes the setting in which parties conduct business, is another
area of emphasis in the study. This includes the current democratic deficit, the
deterioration of the social and economic conditions, the frailty of party allegiance, the
appearance of party members who aren't committed, the erosion of public confidence in
parties, the authoritarian style of decision-making, and the frailty of recruitment
channels. The study comes to the conclusion that people's willingness to officially join
parties has been impacted by technology advancements and the social media
applications that have resulted from such advancements. This demonstrates that there is
a direct correlation between the variety of social media and the abundance of
instruments for expressing opinions and the reduction in political parties' capacity to

draw in new supporters.

Key Words: Party membership, political parties, political participation, social media,
democratic deficit
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