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The role of political leadership in determining the content of the
national interest: Gorbachev and Putin as a case study
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Abstract:

When analyzing the role of political leadership in determining the content of the national
interest, we find that the case of Russia shows many things that deserve analysis and study.
We find that while Gorbachev withdrew from all foreign policy circles, Putin became
intensely involved in global affairs. If Gorbachev's role in defining the content of the
Soviet national interest meant ending the Cold War and moving away from the bilateral
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international system, we find that Putin has defined a Russian national interest based on
returning to the polarity of the international system in order to restore a lost international
position. When we analyze Gorbachev's foreign policies, they come in the context of the
principles of political liberalism, represented by internal policies based on perestroika and
glasnost, and external policies based on ending the conflict with the West. While we find
that Putin's policies fall under political realism, distance from liberalism, and the return of
conflict with the West and attempt to dominate; This clearly shows the fundamental role
of the political leadership in determining the content of the national interest, which is an
interest that has a fixed essence and a variable content with the change of many factors,
especially the political leader of the state.

Keywords: national interest, Putin, Gorbachev, liberalism, Russia
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289



Yove b — ggdally galad) aml) — SlaiBy g duluud) A4S dlaa
Ty cigdily g gy
Lug eyl deleally enpdiall Cpall vyl e Zupall Lgjol atiin Lo Lo dudl Cigdibiyn oS S
sl st (3 V) (B il (e ashe dan JalSS e 4liis L Lals EC European Community
Oo Al L Al Bt ala yal sa L8yl g sl e AL Cagdnlyon g l8) 3 EC-EU aal (g3
AV dcad DA o g sl 8 Gaan (631 Joaill # oty Lnas Casilyen IS a1 1AM Glaal e
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(Kaiser, 1991, p. 164) .l ne (w

NAA ALl lailsy 568 ) o) (s eV AR sl Slead La Jlan) b adianl @iy ) Caal
Ay wi e liplly Jaindly Wil e bl Ll Ciagd 38 il Gliismand) 558 o AL aall g
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