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Measuring the impact of information and communication
technology on economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa since 2005
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Abstract:

The study aims to present the concepts of the digital economy by focusing on
its most important components, which is information and communication
technology, in terms of indicators of measurement and importance, the study also
was exposed to the role of this technology in the African economy, especially
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after the emergence of the Coronavirus. in addition to measuring the impact of
information and communication technology on economic growth in sub-Saharan
Africa during the period (2005-2020). It includes four African regions (East
Africa, West Africa, Central Africa, and Southern Africa). Using the time series
methodology for cross-sectional data (Panel Data), using fixed effects and
random model. The research concluded that there is a significant effect of the
indicators of the number of Internet and mobile phone users on the economic
growth of sub-Saharan African countries.

The study concluded with several recommendations, the most important of
which is the need for sub-Saharan African countries to development policies that
allow a greater role for information and communication technology, try to
provide it to citizens at a reasonable cost, and train them to use it. As well as the
need for the countries of the continent to enhance the participation of the private
sector in this field; Because it requires high costs and technical skills.

Keywords : digital economy, information and communication technology, sub-
Saharan Africa, economic growth, time series of cross-sectional data..
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Source : UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA , DIGITAL TRANSFORMATIONS AND
ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION IN CENTRAL AFRICA: ISSUES, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES |,
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Source : UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD), THE UNCTAD
B2C E-COMMERCE INDEX 2020 Spotlight on Latin America and the Caribbean UNCTAD Technical Notes
on ICT for Development , ( Geneva : UNCTAD, 2021) P.7.
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—1 b Lasd Auahall Aslas praatiy «oSat i (pdaill Jaes 5 gladll # a1 ) aladia) el

Yie = A L} K{Pe", i=1,2,....N; t=12,...,T (1)

555 g YLy ilaglaall Linslpi€s aladialy daleiall daleall oo A ¢ Galil) clajiall o Y Cun -

Aalaal) ells debua (Kasg ¢ sl e ¢ Alaall yoaies W) Gy 0930 laa L 5 K Wl ¢ Kialy) e

b WS Al K

InY; = ao+a1Inl;; + oaxlnKy + o3Z,+ o«aXj+vi+ e+ uir (2)

Faa¥) ol il eglall Sule gl s s Ln Yig
z\:dtuj\ Z\SJM g’.a:u.LJ\ e:\:l)Lch\ ¢ InL|t
(Hlaa¥) Aad) mll (g /) SaaY ) il Jlall ) 0685 3 cadall winjle ol ¢ L K

Jsanall Cinlgl S fite ¢ ot Y] alasiud) oV Lai¥ly closbaall Lin gl i€ il irial dpalal) cilaingle ol ania Z
(coltl) Cinlgh S jidkag ¢
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D il il lasdag L Lady -
dald) Jea) 8 32 ila sa :Gross fixed capital formation culil) Jlall () cusss Aaa) -
gy ol V) ehyd Ll Jad Yy ¢ Jlall Gl el (Bleaa)) plavall 8 33k Yy . el 558 Ds
gisiall (e gl sail e 35 lyen lly ¢ B Anlasc) 5380 o a4l dgall 138 parad

csbai®Y) sailly aaY) Culill Jlal Guly a5S5 Om dlaa] ADe 393
adjlact &l il Sl dus g9 Labour force participation rate dlalall (ggal) b AL Jaa -
Aleadl oY Luinall 138 ax3ns deall e nlall a1 IS Jaday ol i e i<l Lle 15
o o pall (b iy Il iy (o Jpemal) S Lo lis)) Cusss Gaalil) Glalil) & o) ) dale

- lnge 05 o @i el e il ol ¢ by ¢ Al Suanl Aa U Al clgally alail) o

¢ O e daws 100 JSE i) (serdin cpdll A1 aac aag :Internet users cujiiY) geddiaa -
lexd e 2l ) Jgeasll 53 Sl pabe¥) e waal) (& cuil) Gled clasial )
L) clileg 4 ly Salls g Y ) Jas ) dgallall Cugl) Aus @lld b Ly ¥ LY

S aaN) e Y g : Mobile cellular subscription 4l gasal) 3.9153\ Rilggd) & AN Jaa —

alaiiuly (PSTN) dalall Jseaall Ciilgll 40a ) saashl ji55 3 Aalall Jsenall Ciilgl) dans 3
Ll Afgen VL oo Al Alkall diglal) GISIRAY) paen o Hdgall 3alabsg LAuslall Ll il
Jsenall Cailgll gaalyg ¢ Lalall Alaiiall Ll ileddy « USB aase 5gal sl clilud) cilillay e S|
2 oo bl Sleadg SLOU dissilly ¢ Galal)

se ) yudag :Telephone line subscription dua¥) of 4l cilsgd) Jaghi b CuSidal) 2 -
C O e dawd 100 I ALGY Citlggl) adii

Gas ¢ allall Jga (Bl B Jgo o Lk JalSill (20 (gylaall Z LY jelad ¢ aSadl) cpaial duwdlly -
b ) BN g ¢ kil ¢ Baaly el o s 8l g 0sSu slaall sl o adgiall
Hdine cilsie gol vie ealaB®Y) gall juiat Chaca ) adcaill 635 o gdgiall ey ¢l

CJJA.\S‘ G\‘C\.\M -

A b s e 22.7 L) bl ¢ i) cosiad il Jgs b S ke 46.9 o sy el
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Lol Wil (358 (8 LY Jaadl (3 A LA Jane Jacusia OIS Ly« (i) Jacsglly coall Jgo (& oY)y
A Jae ol e /5. 7xc Wil e 8 4l dad ol adcail) Jaee Jasgie ilis Uil Gising s
AT gl (B aag ¢ pads 100 IS8 YLVl Clasbeal) Laglyi€s cilpatias e Lad Wl L Wil 3)a
&8 85 Lol V) ddghiae mangh LS ¢ adBY) Bl d3)le A300 Canlselly i) caddices daed Jaugia o
() Dol el YLty cilasheall Linglgi€s cuyiise mans Culll Gl Guly 00585 Jaa) of (5)ad) Jsaal

- &bl o ehaall agin L il Jgo diad  JlaaV) ol 3Ll (gpinag

 dsalll cpsiial Lslas¥) Gunliall aaf (5) a8) Jsan

Variables Full sample Central East africa Southern West Africa
Africa Africa
M SD M SD M SD M SD | M SD
GDP 8.36 7.67 | 722 |6.18 429 [1.14 |9.46 7.11 | 246 | 7.19
Kit 31.1 (341 | 221 12.7 32.8 | .8.89 33.3 129 | 18.8 4.8
Lit 22,5 125 | 33.7 34.8 346 |12.7 23.8. 23.8 [19.9 | 10.8
Trade 56.8 32,9 | 76.6 12.6 88.5 | 23.78 | 23,8 457 1 68.8 | 23.9
Inflation 9.7 12. |8.6 11.6 |12.4 (104 |7.7 17.7 1 5.7 |9.78
5
Internet 10.4 5.5 9.8 12.3 8.6 8.8 11.7 11.0 | 6.5 | 3.09
7
Mobile 9.9 12. |8.1 9.9 10.4 | 13.2 |13.6 |9.8 |8.7 |6.4
7
Tel 10.6 7.7 |11.4 10.6 12.5 | 9.7 13.7 8.6 |4.5 |6.7
- SPSS zalin aladials zigail)l Gila i il -
g asall)l Chpaia G LI Adgias (6) ad) Joxs
Variables GDP Kit Lit Trade | Inflation | Internet | Mobile | Tel
GDP 1.00
Kit 0.1308 1.00
Lit -0.201 | -0.12 | 1.00
Trade -0.1109 | 0.2340 | -0.145 1.00
Inflation | 0.102 | -0.136 |0.07 0.03 1.00
Internet 0.564 -.244 -0.366 0.178 -0.02 1.00
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Mobile 0.756 0.08 -0.187 | -0.231 -0.04 0.311 1.00

Tel 0.0511 0.101 |-0.332 |-0.143 |0.03 0.349 0.655

1.00

- SPSS zalin aladinls zigaill cila e milis -
- %5 Lgine G -

: Pooled OLS (sjuall Cilaygall 4y ol daagall gilisl) -

Syiag GALa®Y) salll o Adlas) ANS s dulayl ADle agag (6) Ay Jsaadl by Ge el
i Y) aladia) digpe caily 3 L aSa3 iyl adailly glaill # V) e VLA ly cilosted) LaglsiSs
& ) el e ES Cahan ¥ ) elliy . Mgl e 70.57 570.78 570.23 &by dlgenal) Cilsglly
Jsaadl il (e ey WS .70.51 570.84 570.21 Jsll e culSy lall clyladl b gile Jgeanl
ediiee e 38l Gagan o (I adi Lea ¢ e o Algandd) Canlsgl) alasiad yuxial 5yakall digyall (o
Glagleal) Laglg€ Cilyuias 45jlie elynwall Cigin Joal (oalai®yl sall juins ) (g25 Uganall Cilsgl)
Jagladll iy e LaiVly cilasleall Linglsi€s agmg o ¢ ARsaall Cilaigill ae 385 Lo sas (52Y) LAY
Se G i) @l ) Lehaiey Lkl VLA s Lo zhn ) Al cleadl) sl das el
o YLy Clogleall Linglgi€s aladiad dmy oS 13 Aald L galai@¥) gaill Callaall dlgs b ola
el 8 sl ¢ (@AY cleUailly cilelial

Gy 055 aaaly A1 el oS5 T3ag ¢ Ailian AV cildg Uage KIT Ualae (IS ¢ Z Y1 Jalyas (3laiy Lasdg
Byl A ehaal) Gusin Ll 8 sl Sajee ¢ Jlly ool saill DS JlaaY) el JL
g )l Jaall guaie ol lede Jgemall o A gl ol ¢ @l e gl e Jaul) LénaY)
O i L ¢ /5 digine (gine die ola Jalaalld . paill il jaie b dllead) ) s S Akl
Sb @l pall g ¢ hagd) 8 7] sy daall jan e galai®¥) gaill A anlite paliddl Gigaa
LUl jlgal) laaliidly 232adY) Joall alans 8 Jaadl yemic Zaali) aali I 50 <8 Sl xayg el piial)
aaall ela Lay ¢ (ala®) gaill e ddlas) AV (63 il g)laill asgy D ¢ oSl ol puial Aawaillyy
S5 e die Ailas) AN @l Al e A

Jacsgl Jaay) Asall =il o ehaall Cagin LY bl 2BVl dabeiall ULl el ¢ Jacgiall i
e Gl Ly el aa] e gl loal o W) 3y dalase el ¢ Jiallg . Lkl e g e Ll
Lo Y1 3l Ciliealgal 53l Cljlas) elily ole ang eV o Jad) gl Jgo culS Ly <L i)
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3 /88 N 69 Lo zolsn ((RPuastl) dalew ) laadVl dlaudsy mamgal) sl il 3 ool daess
LB paill jaudi A age deadiall Churially sl of Y F clilan] i WS ¢z 3l

leas (£0.711) aiY) giall Y1 o Algenal) Cailsgl) A5 30 o (7) &) Joan 6 ) el LS
Ty Lol Ll agin (8 oY) oa i) g pe il Lai + Likapdl acsgy e o ¢ (70.63) Lisdl Gra
b sl i) il e Giloa) Sl oS sl ads dawglly 38l Jg b S culS Ly ¢ Ll
c LAY ) e ) Kl )l Al gesall Cinlsgll calaladiiud

Pooled OLS 7 igai @ilii (7) ad) Jgaa

Variables Main Regression Robustness Regression
(1) (2) (1) (2)
Constant 312.87 -111.65 388.9 -132.8
(13.6) (—2.98) (13.68) (-3-88)
Log Kit 0.086 0.0778 0.045 .0880
(2.56) (4.56) (2.13) (3-66)
Log Lit -0.786 -0.327 -0.644 -0.135
(-4.7) (-3.53) (-3.1) (-2.6)
Log Trade 0.064 -0.06
(0.83) (-0.37)
Inflation 0.000 ~0.0001
Log Internet 0.234 0.086 0.217 -0.032
(0.632) (0.54) (6.46) (-0.43)
Log Mobile 0. 780 0.6 34 0.84
(41.2) (2.66) (32.2)
Log Tel 0.57 0.570 0.51 0.513
(23.6) (16.7) (34.6) (21.44)
Central Africa 1.22 1.87 1.055 1.32
(8.77) (10.98) (10.87)
(12.6)
East Africa 0.322 0.388 0.334 0.439
(5.33) (2.66) 2.7) (3.76)
West Africa 0.087 0.087 0.022 0.013
(2.8) (3.65) (2.13) (4.98)
Southern Africa 0.761 0.024 0.644 0.056
(9.045) (0.25) (9.8) (0.53)
No.of observations 458
R.Squared 0.881 0.690 0.837 | 0.702

128




2023 by = yde oyl snad) sbai@ly dubd) AIS dlas

F Statistics 216.87 86.8 211.8 107.7
- SPSS galin aladinl zigaill cila e milis -

%5 Ligira (g pladinl -

dacal) ghliall daaaall OLS = (8) ady Joi>

Variables Central Africa East Africa | Southern Africa | West Africa
Constant 3.12 10.21 24.098 21.6
(3-12) (5.03) *(13.6) (12.56)
Log Kit -0.036 0.0345 1.08 0.034
(-0.18) (0.34) (3.7) (0.23)
Log Lit 1.02 0.1224 -2.7 -2.23
(4.22) (0.42) (-8.9) (-6.6)
Log Trade 1.65 0.256 -1.599 -0.654
(13.2) (2.04) (-4.65) (-4.99)
Log Internet 0.167 0.0243 0.325 0.044
(0.66) (0.89) (12.7) (0.82)
Log Mobile .0. 56 0.632 0.711 0.612
(15.5) (20.5) (9.86) (18.6)
No.of observations 78 110 104 98
R.Squared 0.74 0.83 0.87 0.76
F Statistics 87.7 132.6 56.4 29.6

. SPSS zaliy aladiuly z3saill cilajie @il —
. %5 2\:1‘9.\“ (GPua  —

: Al A gdal) clilal Ao -

oS aa ) (FE) &l clyibll @iy (RE) Ldlsdiall sl aladials §jeall 2 3gall il 4ilim

Citlsell (e IS Bl e i€y ¢ ALK Al e POLS ke alaiuls lgle Jyeanl) 5 aitll ol o
laatial of o 53S0 ae ¢ ehanall g Ll 8 53 gad <l raS i i) cleladinlg Algeadl)
Db il ) A8y . dplial) dsenll dale 1ads G i) el i€ lef aal Jsanal) gl
iy ¢ obai®¥) saill o ecne Jia Hlall e Z V) o S e )lanll mis W L (alal) e
Ladaie sAN) Sgal) oreai e Lyl Joall alaie) dagi ¢ %5 (ggise die Auld) aDlabee ) il
z3salll Cildaalse pagy - Aabiaall clardlly doe liall aledl syl & € <8 Ly diliadl Aol
L zshi RT sasill ales ) £jlaadV1 clpaiall DA G syt 5 (53 2ol il 3 ol daess o
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il o 8 AS5Ae Ll gl el sl alse o () @libas) i « £87 ) 169 o
. gLy

Aoty Alsdal) il @it (9) oy Jsos

Variables Main Regression Robustness Regression
Random Fixed Random Fixed effect
effect Effects effect
Constant 22.1 19.78 20.76 15.8
(20.3) (16.7) (16.8) (12.8)
Log Kit 0.129 0.208 0.043 0.128
(3.1) (6.2) 4.7 (3.9
Log Lit -0.162 0.158 -0.224 0.134
(-2.8) (0.67) (-0.56) 0.45)(
Log Trade 0.34- -0.23
(-7-89) (—6-76)
Inflation 0.000 0.000
(-1.08)
(-1.54)
Log Internet 0.078 0.0435 0.089 0.0755
(3.65) (18.7) (5.7 (12.7)
Log Mobile 0.277 0.231
(14.6) (13.7)
Log Tel 0.0242 0.012
(1.09) (0.76)
No.of observations 430
Hansen P.value 0.324 0.311 0.087 0.255
R.Squared 0.87 0.78 0.69 0.84
F Statistics 9965.98 112.87 321.87 443.87

- SPSS zalin aladiuly z3saill cilajie mil

. %5 z\:l‘j.u.n (GPua  —

: GMM daaral) agjall diyha guilis -

Al Ao Hekay (631 uanall sag ¢ VLA y Clagleall LaglgiS il i (aa Aganall Cilogll e

OB ¢ AY) ysid) ild al by Jawsidly juadll saall 8 gola@Y) saill e dilaas) Ao Cldy S
s dadiill oda aadi (5SH 5 L Dilaa) dage e g Al TEL 48le Lai ¢ ddnaa oSy dulanl A8l i)
DB 8 dage Aganall Catlpell i Uy . zagaill 38 (4 pSaill 2y Ukl & Bl ye ol o
Gl Jll uly oo il dabeiall (A il WL ehaall Gigia Landl Jaal solaidy) salll e
il o Gl Bl cuelal dlalad) (g5l (b AS LA Laiw ¢ Ligina Liladl OIS saill pald (5SS JlanY)
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i Gl il ¢ shauall Cigin Ll 8 aalgn Salall e Alleall (g 80 L o ) g 138 Casneg
Alealgial) Faubiudly Folai@¥ s ducLaa¥) il 13a ) Cailiay ¢ (sl gaill (mlias) I (535 Leuall
el e Allaad) s e Jl 3

GMM daaral) agad) 3.5:92 & (10) 5&) Jsa

Variables Main Regression Robustness Regression
Random effect Fixed Effects | Random effect Fixed effect
Log GDP 0.987 1.02 0.897 0.779
(10.4) (23.6) (16.4) 15.2)(
Log Kit 0.045 0.12 0.056 0.0023
(0.76)) (0.45) (1.08) (0.034)
Log Lit -0.423 -0.076 0.087- -0.054
(-1.5) (=3-6) (—0.23) (-1.2)
Log Trade 0.0634 -0.0001
(1.3) —0.00)(
Inflation -0.0001 ~0.000
(-1.10)
(—0-20)
Log Internet 0.043 0.0054 0.120 0.076
(1.3 (2,56) 1.7 (1.4
Log Mobile 0.334 0.278
(1.89) 1.77)
Log Tel -0.043
(-1.34)
No.of observations 430
Hansen P.value 0.302 0.231 0.197 0.43
R.Squared 0.734 0.85 0.77 0.87
F Statistics 89.76 12.89 24 .97 66.8

- SPSS zalin aladials z3gaill Gila i il -

- %5 Lsiaa G -
t Al Ciluagiy il — luals

A o (S 2ol allas dia € IS B dY) Joall 8 Y Lai¥ g lagleall Linslsi€s aladial ol

Jsaill de giie Jalad Igiadhe (& Cancagy ¢ 2063 1) Lgatil) 52iaY) 8l cuid Ladie deald ¢ o ydially aalgl)

LigysS dadls ol W Lailg alaglaall Lin gl i€ chlaladiiud 28BS aalyg ¢ Lgalalaaidl jjail dyaally ad)l

Gpalai®¥) ALl e S oadleSally Bl Jeaill (e aje llah ddle g Liagh sligl) sk Cus ¢
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) adill (e ai )l eg ¢ allad) Jga Bl Djlae a1 o cllile goleall 138 a2y oSl el o JSa
Jie Edgall ilscsgall aixST (2l ¢ Jlaall 1o 8 cpucalal) (il DA ehyaall Cagin L jdl Jga 433 jal
dpalaBY ) L) e el € I Algall 4 aalsi Jlae 4l Y1 ¢ Joall sl Ggnica (dsal) el
yilae daxal) Algall gy a3 3 (3ylall & Jal) 13 Ganasg g Uadl) cilans e 285U Ll Lo LY g

coalall o Ul Lgatdy ) densl) QXS ¢ Lglfig Lgalasiy ¢
¢ Ugenall Catlsgl) alatial Loss Yy ¢ YLaily Cilaglaal) LagleiSs cilpitia o) dulidll Gyhall cadl WS
dariieadl z 3l ppen 8 (ool sailly Ailian) ANS @l Aala) ADke Lol sl S STl
Sl p MaaYl ) Jlall oy s o WS« ) Gpally Csiall Jgo Lalss dibiaall 4 531 206V
B il daa Al crald Ua Cags  dend) yeaies 4)lae ehanall Gusin Wil Jgn 3 seill sl
J50 b (ela®¥) gaill 5y€ Aady Al (y6Sae VLoV g laslaall Lingloi€al Jladll alasiny) of e xSg Al
cebaall Cigia L il

gk Aiadyl) (gimnn @) () Ll 3 labad) g lia g e O 839 5 Al (paagi ¢ Gllasall 138 Gy

Y Ly lasbeall Linsl iS5 bl Al Jalad g By 39 ¢ (ASig) (5oL Jpatll (linll LY
¢ LY gaill Guian (pe dneal (e Ll W ¢ daliaal) dpalady) cileUadl)l L Lgaladial Bl paasiy ¢
- ol e e g Ay SN Bylailly Ml Joadl) iliagiose Gabats ¢ M g AaliY) Ve adag
Los ¢ I3 a1 alasily glyall : Jin Blall sags DIChe po 3185 48)EY) IS (o 80S dass JIB Y
Lk Lgalinlaig Linglgi€al sy (IS ple e gl 28)8Y) (e (udlallé . ynsl) agion asall slaal) e
Gy ¢ (ad)lly Aymall ool ady o danll e Y g ¢ ((Lngloi€all of Ayl BY1 ) o can
sk cails ) L gae Jalaill e syl Aoyl clgall BIAT Lnglgiill el claladind e el
Aaala) hlealls cliy¥) 8 agen Lo GV LV ly Cilastaal) Linslsi€s Jlae 3 dslie Cuupi el g ealia
- geill
By e A ¢ Ll Jon oY) pall le el LaVly Clagleall Laglyi€il o) A1 el
D Y] ghliall b Jsaaslly 3l Gajd aeay Loy ¢ ICT g Uail Lpclual) 2l o Unil Zga gl i)
e e Sl . olal 138 8 A gally Zuald¥) lSHAN Su3ats (alal) g Ul dgng g ling (531 5aY) 50 -
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