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Abstract

Based on the importance of the vital role of high-performance health financing in
building strong health systems that are able to withstand crises, and the existence of
these systems is a necessary condition for achieving comprehensive and sustainable
economic recovery, as demonstrated by the Covid-19 pandemic, in addition to being
an investment in human capital that It is a major determinant of long-term growth and
development, according to economic literature.

The paper aims to track health expenditure trends in Egypt during the period
(2015/2016-2020/2021) in terms of its value and funding sources, followed by an
evaluation of public health spending using a set of indicators that reflect adequacy,
efficiency and fairness, with comparison with that in countries with similar levels of
development. .

The analysis concluded that health spending in Egypt faces many challenges that
negatively affect the readiness of the health system and its ability to face crises and
thus promote economic growth in the long term. Among the most prominent of these
challenges: the fragmentation of health spending in Egypt between modest public
spending and huge direct spending, which makes it difficult to govern this spending
and maximize its utilization, the lack of declared standards for the basis for the
distribution of public health spending to the governorates, the obsolescence of health
indicators and the lack of indicators that reflect the quality of health services provided
and others.

In the face of the previous challenges, it is necessary to review the current health
spending, evaluate its efficiency, and work to find alternatives to increase public health
spending and speed up the implementation of the comprehensive health insurance
system after reviewing it with all stakeholders, in addition to working to raise the
efficiency of public spending so that we reduce injustice. Finally, the need to stimulate
private investments in the health sector while setting controls that ensure that the cost
of health services is not overstated.

Keywords: sustainable development, health public spending, Covid-19, health
spending efficiency
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