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The role of cinema in shaping world public opinion: A
study on the image of the Arab in Western cinema
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Abstract

This study investigates the role of cinema in shaping international public opinion.
Cultural products contribute to values and attitudes formation. Films, in particular,
are one of the most effective genres in this regard. Cinema has played a large role
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in shaping attitudes. Film as an audio-visual medium is one of the most popular
types of mass media and there are many characteristics of film that make them
effective in shaping public opinion. The study focuses on the vital role and
effectiveness of cinema through analyzing the image of Arabs in western film. The
study focuses on the political effect of the cinematic image, the effect of political
films on values and attitudes, the issue of consciousness as highlighted by the main
cinematic tools, cinema and creating stereotypes.

Keywords: Cinema — International Public Opinion — Arab image — Stereotype.
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