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Abstract:

The conduct of Iran's regional foreign policy has raised many questions about the drivers
of Iranian foreign policy. While some have described it as sectarian and ideological, others
have argued that it is driven by interests and pragmatism. Iran's foreign policy toward
Syria has been one example of what has sometimes been described as an ideological policy
governed by sectarianism. Iran has emphasized this since the outbreak of the Syrian civil
war in 2011. Iran has indicated that its intervention in the Syrian war is motivated by the
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defense of Shiite shrines and holy sites. As part of its military support for the regime of
former Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, it formed sectarian-based militias from
Afghanistan and Pakistan. On the other hand, Iran's foreign policy in Syria is viewed as
an embodiment of an Iranian hegemonic project based on new realism and the concept of
hegemony, which aims to achieve Iranian interests. This sheds light on the future of Iran's
hegemonic project after it lost one of its most important areas of regional influence
following the fall of Bashar al-Assad's regime. Iran's national security strategy has relied
on a number of different methods and mechanisms to implement its foreign policy,
including providing financial and military support to allied regimes and armed factions.
Iran has provided weapons, training, and military advisors to support governments and
movements allied with it, such as the regime of President Bashar al-Assad in Syria. As a
result of the repercussions of Operation Protective Edge and the Israeli military response
to Iran and its regional proxies, Iranian influence within Syria began to weaken until it
completely disappeared with the fall of the Bashar al-Assad regime and the emergence of
a new regime allied with Turkey.
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