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Abstract

Turkish-Russian relations are very special, as they are considered one of the most
Important equations affecting the international and regional arenas, given the
geopolitical, economic and military importance of both countries. The Central Asian
and Black Sea regions have witnessed several disturbances historically as a result of
military clashes between them since the sixteenth century. On the other hand, those
regions witnessed stability after subsequent understandings between Ankara and
Moscow since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, and the same applies to some
Middle East files, most notably the Syrian crisis, as many international and regional
parties were neutralized in a way that made Turkey and Russia the main actors in any
subsequent settlement of the Syrian crisis. Hence the importance of this study, which
seeks to analyze Tirkiye’s position on the Russian vision for the structure of the
international system. The research problem of the study revolves around the extent of
continuity and change in Turkish foreign policy towards Russia since the Justice and
Development Party came to power in 2002?. Many sub-questions emerge from this
research problem, the most important of which are: What is Turkiye’s position on
Russia’s position in the international system as a great power? And to what extent does
Turkiye differ or agree with Russia’s vision of the structure of the international system?
And what is Turkiye’s vision of the conflict between Russia and NATO?. To answer
these questions, the study used systems analysis and national interest methodologies.
The study was divided into three axes: The first axis deals with Tirkiye’s position on
Russia's status as a great power, while the second axis deals with Turkiye’s position on
the conflict between Russia and NATO, while the third axis deals with the most
Important factors that contributed to strengthening the differences between Tirkiye and
Russia. The study concluded with several results, the most important of which are

Tirkiye’s support for the multipolar international system as it gives it a wider position
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for maneuver, and the continuation of economic cooperation between Turkiye and
Russia as a window for continuing relations in periods of political tension, as well as
Tirkiye’s dealings according to a balanced, pragmatic approach with the differences
between Russia and NATO. According to considerations of interest, it is expected to
continue as long as a military conflict does not break out between Russia and NATO.
Keywords: Tirkiye - Russia - foreign policy - international system - geopolitical -
regional role.
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