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Abstract:

This study aimed to define the two-chamber legislative system, the justifications for
its adoption, and the most prominent criticisms directed at it, as well as the options for
designing the second chamber and its powers in established democracies with long-
standing parliamentary practice, with an application to the case of the Egyptian Senate, in
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an effort to maximize the benefit of the legislative institution in Egypt from the return of
the second chamber.

The study concluded that the composition and methods of forming the upper chamber
usually differ from those of the lower chamber, and also vary — most often - in the number
of members, the duration of the parliamentary session, and the electoral system, and that
the strength of the second chamber is determined primarily by three factors: symmetry,
congruence, and legitimacy. As for the powers of the second chamber, it is common in
established democracies for it to possess actual binding powers, especially concerning
legislative matters.

The study also concluded that the decision to adopt the two-chamber system in Egypt
was a successful choice, due to what the second chamber is supposed to add in terms of
the improvement of legislation and an increase in political and societal representation.
Therefore, the study recommended expanding the powers of the Egyptian Senate to
include binding powers and competencies related to its legislative role, which would
enhance the status and role of this council, Additionally, the relationship between the two
councils (the House of Representatives and the Senate) should to be based on relative
parity, with the House of Representatives holding the upper hand, which consequently
requires the existence of clear mechanisms to resolve any dispute between the two
councils.

Keywords: Bicameral system, Supreme Council, Second chamber, Egyptian Senate.
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