YoYo i — ogdally (ualdl) asell — MaiBV) g dwlowd) 401S Alaa

S B o sl alle g Fope gl A i Al 3 solllal) g oSMSungdl 21y
alad g JF R g Sy g b Lo Cndall (A gagall (i)
Post-Haskalah and Pre-Aliyah: A Comparative Study of
Nationalism and The Role of The Goyim Gentile World in The
Modern Zionist Political Thought of Hess, Pinsker, Herzl and
Ha’am
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Abstract

How can an intellectual and political project like Zionism count on Western
colonial support despite the centrality of its doctrine of(chosenness) and its superiority
over the goyim (the gentile non-jews)? In other words, what is the intellectual
justification through which the relationship between the divine chosenness of people
and the paganism of the goyim can be re-evaluated, so that the goyim, though gentile,
can play a role in the project of rebuilding the Jewish nation in preparation for
settlement? Discussing such a question is pivotal to understanding the transformations
that enabled Zionism to take European Jews away from the ghetto and go out into the
world as a Western colonial power that practices politics and settlement like the rest of
the Western colonial powers. The founding fathers of the Modern Zionist political
thought attempted to present different formulations for Jewish nationalism using
Judaism that presented a role of the Goyim Gentile Western world that is supposed to
be strengthening or suppressing that nationalism, and how that role can contribute to
achieving the Zionist project of settling Jews outside Europe. The Haskalah movement
(the European Jewish response to the Enlightenment thought in the eighteenth century)
played a major role in shaping the modern Zionist discourse, which in turn formulated
intellectual and political projects based on perceptions of a relationship with the
Western gentiles in order to pave the way and begin the "Aliyah", i.e. the actual Jewish
migrations in large numbers to Palestine (or what they call Eretz Israel - the Land of
Israel) at the end of the nineteenth century. Therefore, this paper is interested in reading
the projects of formulating nationalism in the political thought of four of the most
important fathers of Zionist political thought, namely Moses Hess, Leon Pinsker,
Theodor Herzl and Ahad Ha'am, by reading the influence of Haskalah on their
thoughts, their vision of the idea of Jewish nationalism, their perception of the role of
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the Western gentiles in that idea, and the most important tools through which the Aliyah
(the holy ascent - or migration to the land of Palestine) can be begun.

Keywords: Zionism, Israel, Hertzl, Haskalah, Jews, Palestine.
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