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Abstract:

This paper investigates the potentiality and way of manipulating human disasters
to serve party competition, using the case of the Grenfell Tower fire, west of London,
2017. It transpired that a good body of literature has dealt with different political
dimensions of catastrophes, including the political manipulation thereof.

The analysis is divided into two parts: |- Reactions of party executive and
legislative leaders (including the reaction of then Prime Minister Teresa May, reaction of
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then Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbin, reaction of then London Mayor Sadiq Khan,
and reactions of other parliamentary figures); IlI- The political debate on the disaster
(including a background on the legal status of the tower, criticisms levelled at the
borough council in which the tower is situated, and criticisms levelled at the inquiry that
was created by the government to investigate the causes of the disaster). Results support
what is already claimed by past studies: Political parties use catastrophes and their
ensuing human costs as fuel to ‘ethical’ battles with the intention of drawing in more
voters or at least convince the constituency of the party that it vehemently stands up for
their interests, and consequently, deserves their support in forthcoming electoral
contests.

Keywords: Human catastrophes, Labour Party, Conservative Party, Grenfell Tower fire.
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