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Right-wing populist leaders and Politics of Climate
Change: the United States during the presidency of
Donald Trump as a case study
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Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the positions and policies of right-wing populist
leaders towards climate change, on two levels, the first is theoretical, while the other
is applied to the case of former US President Donald Trump. The study concluded
that the positions of those leaders towards climate change take many forms, starting
with denying the existence of climate change and relying on anti-elite tendencies
regarding this denial, and adopting conspiracy theory against these elites, in addition
those leaders adopt extreme nationalist positions and policies which reject
international cooperation on climate change.

The study also concluded that the political discourse and policies adopted by
former US President Donald Trump reflected his right-wing populist tendencies, as
his political discourse was characterized by denial of climate change while adopting
an anti-elite position, and this discourse relied on resorting to beliefs and feelings
instead of relying on scientific facts, in addition, Trump's official speeches have
moved away from attention to the issue of climate change.

At the policy level, it can be said that Trump’s policies towards climate change
ranged from trying to influence public awareness of climate change then trying to
cancel legislation and measures taken by Obama administration, to take measures
related to institutional aspects such as reducing EPA staffing and appointment of
climate change -skeptical officials in key government positions, to cuts in climate
change funding, to withdrawal from Paris Agreement.

Keywords: Politics of Climate Change, Right-wing populist, Paris Climate

Agreement, Donald Trump.
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