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The implications of the cultural formation of AKP leaders
on the performance of Turkish foreign policy since 2002
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Abstract:

After the AKP came to power in 2002, the party needed to build confidence among
Turkish citizens by portraying the party as a new, centrist conservative party, different
from its Islamic past as well as from other rival parties of the same political spectrum.
So the AKP moved away from formulating Islamic identity as the basis for an anti-
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Western foreign policy, instead moving towards an open regional and international
foreign policy. A major pillar of Turkey's foreign policy transformation under the AKP
has been its changes under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. As his military, economic,
administrative, and political capacity has been strengthened, Turkish foreign policy has
undergone regional and international restructuring.

Keywords: Cultural formation- Justice and Development Party - Turkish foreign policy.
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