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The Electoral process as a mechanism for the peaceful
transfer of power in Zambia: the 2021 elections as a model
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Abstract

The subject of the study is to address the role of the electoral process in
establishing the experience of the peaceful transfer of political power in Zambia,
especially since the beginning of the nineties of the twentieth century, and perhaps this
is directly related to the basis of conducting electoral elections on a periodic and regular
basis, which is followed by a peaceful and smooth transfer of political power. This is
what the state has witnessed throughout its successive historical stages since it gained
independence from British colonialism in October 1964, and it is a reality that
continued in the state with the adoption of the multi-party system as an alternative to
the single-party system in 1991. This system has become the framework within which
various electoral processes have been conducted to date.

The importance of the study is to attempt to provide a research treatment of the
reality of the electoral process as a mechanism for achieving the peaceful transfer of
power in Zambia since independence, with a focus on the post-Cold War phase at the
beginning of the 1990s, based on the fact that this constitutes an important tool for
understanding and analyzing the reality of political stability in The state, despite the
pluralistic reality of society in Zambia on several levels, whether linguistic, ethnic or
religious. This has positioned Zambia as a stable model for the peaceful transfer of
power not only in the Southern African region, but also in the entire African continent.

The study reached a number of main results, perhaps the most prominent of
which is that Zambia’s political experience since independence is considered a
successful and stable model for using the electoral process as a mechanism for the
peaceful transfer of power in the state. This experience has witnessed a state of
continuity despite the change in the identity of the president and the ruling party since
the transition to the multi-party system in 1991. The commitment of successive ruling
elites to the transfer of political power in Zambia through the ballot box mechanism
also contributed to the stability and maturity of the experience of peaceful transfer of
power, as the country has not witnessed any successful military coups since
independence, despite the presence of rare attempts to make an unconstitutional change
in political power. The presidential and parliamentary elections held in Zambia in 2021
also established political stability based primarily on the rule of peaceful transfer of
power in the country.

Keywords: Electoral Process, Transfer of power, Zambia.
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