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The dangers of the increasing phenomenon of “female
terrorism” in Tunisia: causes and repercussions
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Abstract

The Arab region witnessed a remarkable increase in the phenomenon of women’s
involvement in terrorist activities following the outbreak of the Arab Spring revolutions in
Tunisia, Syria, Egyptand Yemen, and with the complication of the Syrian crisis and the country’s
entry into the battlefield of civil war, with the rise of the terrorist ISIS and its control over the
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areas of “Mosul” and “Raqqa”. This phenomenon took another, more radical and accelerating
turn, by focusing on recruiting female elements and forming entire female divisions and
battalions within them, which is considered one of the most dangerous social phenomena
witnessed in the region, in a manner that impedes Arab efforts in the field of countering the
phenomenon of terrorism in general, with the emergence of new dimensions within the scope of
this phenomenon, namely the involvement of women in terrorist action through armed female
formations.

Accordingly, the study aims to find the causes and repercussions of the growing
phenomenon of female terrorism in Tunisia, especially in the post-2011 events, given that
Tunisia is one of the biggest Arab countries in terms of witnessing a qualitative and quantitative
increase in this phenomenon till present, making it at the top of the list of fighters-exporting
countries, especially to "female jihadists".

The study concluded that there are many causes which led to the increased dangers of the
phenomenon of "Female terrorism™ in Tunisia, such as economic and social causes, sectarian
causes, as well as the ones related to the role of social media, as well as religious causes which
revolve around the use by terrorist organizations of some jurisprudential fatwas to encourage the
involvement of the feminine element in jihad. The study also found that despite the efforts
exerted by the concerned authorities in Tunisia to reduce the potential risks of this growing
phenomenon, there are still many challenges and obstacles that prevent achieving the desired
results.

Keywords: "Female Terrorism™ - "Female Armed Formations" - "Female Jihadists" -
"Terrorist Organizations” - "Female Terrorist Cells".
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