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Populism and the Coronavirus Pandemic:
Evidence from the USA and Brazil
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Abstract:

This study aimed at analyzing the responses of populist leaders to
the Corona pandemic and the characteristics of the policies they adopted
to deal with this pandemic in the United States of America and Brazil, in
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addition to analyzing the impact of Corona pandemic on the popularity of
former US President Donald Trump and the Brazilian president Jair
Bolsonaro. The study concluded that the populists’ response to pandemics
Is characterized by downplaying and Simplification of the pandemic,
Invocation of knowledge claims, underestimating the role of specialists
and experts, adopting conspiracy theory, and attacking international
Institutions. Those characteristics were reflected in the policies adopted
by Donald Trump and Jair Bolsonaro. The study concluded also that
corona pandemic had a negative impact on the popularity of the former
US President Trump and the Brazilian President Bolsonaro as indicated
by the opinion polls conducted in both countries, and the study also
indicated the role of this crisis in the defeat Donald Trump in the
American presidential elections.
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