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The Reflection of the New Gas Conflicts on the Regional
Security of the Eastern Mediterranean
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Abstract :

Before 2009, the eastern Mediterranean region was not the focus of great
interest in the field of offshore natural gas discoveries, but in January of 2009
the Tamar field of natural gas was discovered, within the Israeli maritime
borders in the Mediterranean, and then followed by gas discoveries in the
eastern Mediterranean. Gas discoveries in the eastern Mediterranean pose
opportunities and challenges at the same time. On one hand, they allow the use
of natural gas as fuel in power stations, petrochemical and heavy industries, as
well as being used in homes, public transportation, and cooperation between
countries on how to export gas to the European market. On the other hand, it
remains vulnerable to regional disputes resulting from the failure to demarcate
the maritime borders between the countries of the region before new gas
discoveries, or from the interference of these borders with one of the countries
and each other. Therefore, the eastern Mediterranean region has witnessed in
recent years important developments, in conjunction with the escalation of
regional and international competition in it, and this rising interest does not
express only Jersey motives, but also that the new natural gas discoveries had a
clear impact.
Keywords : Natural Gas, Eastern Mediterranean, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt,
Israel, Turkey.
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